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A Hundred Years of I'oiue

| 1 is proper enough, doubtless, 'that we of
1 Richmond, in obedience to the proeWma-

' of !iio (iovornor of 'lie Slato and the
Mayor of tho city, should turn aside to-day
or a moment or two from our accustomed
vocations and cive thanks that a century lias
passed in uninterrupted peace between the
I'nlted States and Groat Britain.

In a sense, this Is a time peculiarly appro-
priate for the expression of such sentiments
fit gratitude. Half the world is at war. and
those who view from afar war's scenes of
hlood and death may well feel that they are

especially blessed.
Put in another sense these very considera¬

tions will lock the lips of thouglillul persons
against too-fervent rojolcing in this cente¬
nary of the signing of tiie treaty of fShent.
If wfl can look hack over thi.s century and
ponder in what manner and through what
agencies of national honor and international
courtesy and good faith peace with (Jreal
Britain wns preserved, we shall do well, hut
this is hardly the occasion to he thanking
Ood that through any special merit or virtue
of our own we are not as other men.

Kcononiies iii the Wrong Direction

WHAT is the matter with tho city? Is
Father Myrd asleep? A short time ago

wo were informed that electric llghta could
not be installed In the recently added district
on the basis of tho present appropriation.
Sow wp learn from Chief .loynes that tho
pressure of water In the pipes is so low that
serious danger would exist in case of a big
.re. The pressure i- twenty pounds or so.
when 1* should be 1".0.
A city's expenditures are generally justified

-T a c:-y"? r.eeds; nearly all the objects on
*r- w r hy one? Certain ex-

.x.v-t ar» much more necrsary
vn -Zii :r. wh''.e list there are

than gV.t and water.
.c r jT r '..ay e"t along

>' - t- -. r. * wu'.i- ;:-.rV.ness. and
i - - . -a" - -. . - :r . : -k of -itch
-".* i^Ti^uted Bait Infarct a decade ago.

.; r \z-" r *'..:. >'.:>: shows a oon-
*

nv#r If» 1 4 i" seen.- on
» c"r.¦"" '.!= scale. bti* if :. re money

vf;t ne^fi^'. it shou.i be obtained
} .¦ r.- ar.y* hine to expenditures, how-
-c-: r. i.jcer should be f ur* fully oxamin> 1

matters. Goo', housekeeping
r.-.:cht save enough for the repairing of the
'¦pes f r * h e strengthening of the pumping
plant or for '>4.xn- s^ieli other things as may
'r.<*«»dful .rr»- our protecti(<t. fren: ',,r
peril r f fire

\H:o k- mi Wilson nod McAiloo

NASTY aspersions that have be. n cast by
the opponents of the ship-purchas* bill'on

'he integrity of the Secretary of ti:.. Treasury
will b< ventilated, along with other things,
in the investigation to be conducted by a
Senate commit toe. Mr. McAdoo welcomes, as
M< country knew he would <h>. the oppor¬tunity thus afforded to vindicate his personal
and political honor.

Stripped of ornament, the stories that have
been going the rounds, helped along bv the
talent for innuendo and veiled scandal of such
newspapers as the Sew York Sun. were to the
f fleet that Mr McAdoo. in connection with
T'aul M. Warburg, of the federal Reserve
Hoard, had acquired options on Interned Oer
man steamships, and that lus advocacy of '.he
ship-purchase bill was inspired by his desire
to exercise these options and realize a profit.The seanda1 -mongers, with the mixed credu¬
lity (inn dishonesty of th> r craft, had ev> n
suffered it to h< suggeste" that this alleged
private Interest of Ms son in-law explainedthe attitude toward Mic mea tire of the Presi¬dent of the t'nited S'nteK.

It Is highly proper that an Investigationshould he held, and that it should probe tothe quick. Activities of the ship trust in
opposing this legislation will receive their
j roper share of attention, but if that amiableInstitution should be found cnil'y. no one
would be cither surpri-'d or sh rl.« 1

Mut when scandal is carried to the veiydoor of the White ll< us<- it j:i a different
matter That fs,w or none beiie\< that thohonor of ' *ie I're.-ideut ot tin- Secretary ofthe Treasury can be Impugned >:\k fully is
beside <l!c j sue The charge.;, 1m.v.. vet care-
f It 11 y t li ev lia \ e h<-f I J ph l'a »*d. S!. i; i lie id ( t
and disproved Then it will he time to give
r.cime attention to t hose who lia\< r .mi
na'c-d them

lllow If. I'piimi hi Colorado

SKN'KNTY-ONK < olorad<. < al operators, have
rejected the proposition i cotiHlder an

fc * luMment of differencec w th th< mine
workers Tins de« :-1 r>n si <mii a .ad mi-take.
The Colorado Coal I'oniinr ion ot which Seth
l.oiv is the load, was ere,, u d for tip i,utpo.-e
of 1 nding a remedy for th« tolerable comli
tionn t xi.-ting in < ' iorado in «l;e i ;i :,i nf
the (>per; *oi thf- governm< n: h.. s\il:. red
another plHili. Mr. Wil.-on's proposal <.i a
three years' truce was rejected some time
ago.

Thcro iu much to bo said on both sides In

tho mint' controvert. but the operators have
not hoipod their case hv taking (ho high
ground thai thoro is nothing to arhitrato.
Tho country is weary of a scandal which has
Injured tho American name. and public
opinion may force tho government to go
further in effecting a settlement.

In Colorado, as in other places, the anarchy
of the past few years cannot continue. Strife
there has been on such a scale and has such
intitnati connection with our industrial
system that us continuance would threaten
the welfare of States and sections. It is no

pleasing spectacle to witness armies of detec¬
tives and special employes « ngagod in regular
batiks with inohs of armed milters, resulting
in largo lists of Killed ami wounded. This
tiling happened at Homestead twenty years
ago. hut much history has heen made since
then.
The handling of these questions, which the

States seem utterly incapable of dealing with,
has been thrust on the Federal government,
along with a thousand an<! one other cares,
ilow. ver reiuctant ii may he. the government
will act. If the Colorado operators continue
to hold their attitude of indignant virtue
spurning base proposals, tho {'resident may
try stronger remedies.

ti'ermaiiv Misunderstands .Again

BKCAl'SK of recent outpourings of German
journalism, more or less supported by

official announcement of Gorman war policies,
wo were moved to wonder the other day if
the land of the Kaiser actually had gone mad.
That wonder has persisted, despite some evi-
deuces of a refreshing sanity contributed by
the more conservative newspapers of the
empire.

Hut lake this quotation from (lie Her 1111
.Uoniae Zeitung, which refers to the repre¬
sentations made by the I'nited Slates and
asks what Germany has to fear:

Sbr has no nrmy, nn«l hrr (loot would
not daro approach nonrcr our shores

ii i!o>s tho KiikHsIi. pulsion nf
. hernial:s from Am-ri a would mean In r
ruin. \i;n'itfM's throats :ir .simply ri-
Ui'iiions, an<! it ts inor- t ?i:. »i rivlI¦ ubms
for lis to take (Item in arnosl

We do not know, of course, to what oxtont
such fustian stuff as this may be taken as rep¬
resentative of the temper of tho German peo¬
ple. Wo cannot believe that it embodies »he
attitude of the German government. Hut
think what ii means!

In the I'rst place, that international law
and the rights of neutrals have ceased to have
any r?>ality that a belligerent nation inbound
to respect .that this country, for example,
though at peace with the world. Is limited in
its right of protest against the slaughter of
its nationals by its ability to make good that
protest with force of arms.

Ii means, in the second plac«. that the
I'nited Slates has threatened Germany, than
which nothing could be further from (lie
truth. The fact is that Germany has informed
(his country that if American ships enter cer¬
tain spreading areas of the sea. where, by
every consideration of law and right, they
are entitled to unimpeded access, these vessels
and their crews are likely to be destroyed.
All we have done has been to inform Ger¬
many. in the friendliest spirit, thai if such
an unfortunate "accident." should occur, the
German government would be held to a rigid
responsibility.

II means, in the third place, that (his
country's decent and honorable course is re¬

garded as a bluff, from which it. will recede
in a fashion equally craven and hasty, should
the dreadful issue ever be presented by some
madman's murderous act. That failure to
comprehend the spirit of America is (he
crowning lunacy of them all.
We will not believe, despite Count von

Bernstorit's statement that Germany adheres
to her original program, thai this passion
obsesses his government. That belligerents
in this great war may choose in their rela¬
tions to one another to abolish international
law and act like savages or pirates is not our
immediate concern; our responsibility is to
ir:.-is. rip tho observance of law and right in
belligerents' relations with us. Germany
commits a grave error if it doubts our lixed
determination to make that insistence eff'e-
\l

One of Dispersion's i-*\ i 1 Influences

REPORTS that virions former iuhnhitants
of tiio F'-ercg 11»-..! district, now dosed

by police order have established themselves
in apartments in th<-> West Kml. and in other
sections of Hie city, ar" no! surprising. 'l in y
wr-rf to linv® »<;. n < xpected liy all those who

I have watched in nili'-r cities the progress of
experiments sin.Mar to "lie one now being
conducted here.

It does nut require argument at least, It
should je'i'.iiro argument that, tiio prob-
h in < #¦«.inrii« rciaH/.ed vice is not solved hy
abolishing sent . i'«ri. 1' is merely changed,
and in riia11> .' -s- actual solution is made
far more troublesome.

These women violate no law by continued
existence So hum as the houses in which
they have taken tip th'ir residence are not
used for i¦ moral purposes, the police are
powerb. -k> and such n-. however validly
suspected. !« exceedinglv difficult to prove.
There is. however tin constant danger that
the venom of immorality may be perme;iting
a neighborhood and v. r-ckinp the happiness
of many homes

Is it not plain thru this -ituation. :<i> Oiled
with tragic possibility. < iik for something
more than a lot of amiable, bin senseless,
mouthing and the expression of Puritanic
satisfaction over the inauguration of a
woman-hunt?

Certainly the Vice Commission did not
mean that efforts at reform should end with
the dosing of the seyrcgat-<| district, tor its
fir report contains \atior.s reformator.v
reeouunendat ions, some of which promisesubstantial results.

H'-il reform must no , Hub- deeper.Honest and efficient police administration Is
one of its essentials. withe,lit which no pro¬
gram fan hiivi the fr.inte t hope of success
Richmond must learn what has been the
trouble with polio administration in the
past, if constructive measures of improve
ment are to be t..i. u int >¦ iIif-r«. 111 ly amt with
confidence in their corree: ncss

Member of the Vice Coniini-ion liiusl he
as w«iU aware of this fact as other int lligentci: izens, and better than most. That is whywe feel < lUfidcnt they will lend assistance
and Mippoit to Mayor Ainslie and furnish the
foundation of a police investigation that not
only will do justice, but will advance thf rI^htsolution of a puzzle as oi 1 as earth and ;j complicated a tin ii Hire of man

1' ihK's a wise n in to decide wieii-'pdress i. lie My whei n su,-,- >.. , v., t,and hi* wife asks hi - opin n

As; Is;ant Secretary N'ewton must in <«,n-vinced, at any rate, that Hlchmond wants the
i poHt-olllce to remain where it 1b,

I

SONGS AND SAWS
Hope Sprint* Ktrrnnl.

'Tis true these nights are clammy, cold.That Winter yet maintains hla holdOn tills part of the earth;And so 'tis hard, when one m.ust sneese.To dream of fairer days than theseThat now imprison mirth.
- I>ut oft. by some magician wroughtAnd with sweet April kisses fraught.There comes a breath like Spring's.Though wo must still the furnace stoke.That demon seems almost a Joke.Wm hope for better things.

The I'eMMlnitMt Su»* i
I'ut not your trust in princes, for in these

days 111«-> are likely to lose their Jobs, and col¬
lodions may prove ditllcult.

"nnir Iterinetlon, Anyborf.
She.Don't yon think this

exercise is certain to reduce
my weight?

lie.| don't know about
that. hut it reduces my
breath and even bids fair to
extinguish it.

In h Way.
"Is l,a«' U lore usually regarded as a good

law > erV"
! should say he Is. Why, he is superintendent

of a Sunday school and one of tin- deacons in
his church."

Itcnnoit Iviiiiuch.
First Shopper- I hear you are going to move.

What's the matter with your present residence?
Second Shopper The neighbors mi both sides

of ni" are so perfectly well behaved they never
iii\- me a simile thine t.» talk about.

\ Mriiltli Precaution.
1 d<> not feel." the hoho Haiti.
"That I should w.S" much water:

My cuticle it so otTends
I'm sure I had not ouirhter."

TIIK TATTl.KR.

Chats With Virginia Editors
"No one has yet claimed, itor is any one likely

to claim." s 'lie l-'rederioksburg l-'i re l.ance,
"that the new system is goitiK to prove .1 pall¬
adia for all of our tax evils, but it seems to be
the hesi that could I" devised at the present
iiitie and should he uiven a fair trial at the bar
of public opinion.^' AH of which is very true. It
is also true, how pvt. that critics of 01 ttroisii-
TI . 11 hr. ve attacked it principally on the ground
that it would not bring on a tax tnSlennlum.

I"'ai be ii from us to make any insinuation,
even the slit: best," "avs the Norfolk Virginian-
I'Mlot, "i>ut we just can't help wondering whether
that Washington man who is suing a chorus
plil for $ 1,500 damages because she kissed him
would have regarded the a«t as an 'assault' hsd
the incident occurred in a less public place and
his wife had not been present." The Virginian-
Pilot had hplter look out. It may be sued itself

The I'Jifton Korere Review thinks "it must be
borne in mind that before the people are called
upon to choose a Governor they will have to
fleet I lf' members i>f the General Assembly this
year, and in 1 !U 6 elect ten Congressmen and one
Senator and vote for President as well, before
th- campaign for Governor starts. Therefore
the people and the candidates have plenty of
time left, and there is no need for anybody to
become unduly excited at this time." Hut when
wiis a good Virginian debarred from tnlkinu
politics by (he unimportant consideration Hint
the clet-tlon was a few years off?

N.wport News wants to regain its lost
identity as a sepaiate customs port, and the
Times-Herald says. "Are not the business m-n
and the citizens generally tired of reading dis-
lintches givili* Norfolk credit foi what is Items
('one 11 . r¦ and giving Norfolk tlint advertising
to which this city Is entitled? We are not Jeal¬
ous of Norfolk We want no credit for the com¬
merce to and from that port. We do not seek
to t-«ke away anvthing to which Norfolk lc en¬
titled. hut we do believe thai this cltv should jret
what II is entitled to.its proper place In the
commercial world and th- commercial news of
th< day. With its Individuality restored, this
. .... would ert proper recognition and red'.t
which now goes to the city across Hie Itonds. It
is .' si ri kin 1? case of the 'tall wagging the doc '

I low I'tiijj will the people of Newport News re¬

gard the spectacle and hold their peace?"

Current Editorial Comment
We must suppose that the emo-

tional outburst in (iermany
against Knglnud's atrocity in
starving millions of <"5<;rrr.aii
yvoiiH'i! >« 11 (I I'liildrpn Is largely
for <lrnma tic effect, since the Uer-

nri ss is aureed that tli.- country is well
provisioned :i ml can hold out indefinitely. To l>e

..«! to rat rye instead of wheat, and to mix
nniir.e with the rye, mid potatoes with the maize
i:iy !>< a hardship. bis! not a hardship in the

earn'1 sense as that which licrmany has forced
upon I'.olKium with no great evidence of com-

pnnctlon. I'ntii It can tie shown that Merman
non'comhatants are suffering worse tilings tiian
i change of diet or such hardships as an eco¬
nomic crisis may iirlng to millions of people in
time of peace it will not be easy to trump up an
excuse f.ir violating (lie codt of war under color
of "retallatloji." The Herman war book says:
' A war conducted wiill ebergv ennnot tie direct¬
ed m. rely against the combatants of the enemy
state and the positions they occupy, hut It will
and most in like manner seek (o destroy the
total intellectual and material resources of the
latter." That surely would coyer so relatively
mil.! a coercion as a commercial blockade, which
is 'rented as though it were fin unprecedented
atrocity, but it rends more like an account of
tlo 11 'a t iin-1! t of I'.clgiuiu Sprltiglleld Ucjiub-

fiorinnu

F.imd ional

In tin- organization of the new

^1,1.),. Mrltlsli army neither time nor

of money has been found for regl-
mental bands, but a movement is

ati'l I rum under waj to remedy this neglect.
l»>" pulilic subscription Patriotic

P.ritons are strongly of the opinion thai the new
forces of Lord Kitchener should not he per¬
mitted to take the Held without some musi<u*JU
equipment for some time past they have been
holding public meetings in l.ondob. at which
funds for tiic recruiting of military hands are
raised It was such a meeting that fludyard
Kipling Iiiiik considered the official spokesman
for Tommy Atkins.addressed lie summed up
the case for music in the army so eloquently, so
t oii'h tic I y, that there can lie little doubt that
Tommy will get his music.' ills plea was on tho
whole rather modest, in that he asked only for
fifes and drums for each battalion, supple¬
mented here and there by a brass band on full,
half or eveil one-!hlrd establishments. Accord¬
ing to Mr. Kipling, music in the army is by no
means a purely sentimental requirement. "Any
man who has anything to do with the service."
b asserted, "will tell you that tbe battalion Is
i.. 11.. r for music at- every turn, happier, more
'¦asil> handled, with grcat< r zest in its daily
routine, if that routine is sweetened with melody
and r}ivthm-.melody for the mind and rhythm
for the body.". Philadelphia Press.

This is the 300th anniversary
"l>«ui Qui*- "l">n '.luixote." The »sccon<]
.i... .,..,1 t|iu I'l*-1 "r ti"1 immortal book was1 nnn l,,S published In October, 1016. ItInllurnr* }iafl been finished some months

before, but Cervatitos's persistent
want of money prevented hint from bringing
<t out. The first part was published Ih IfiOii.
I'.ven then tbe author was in iiis fifty-eighth
M'ir II' had seep debt, war, ^captivity and
.. ¦:- fortun» s of all sorts, but bis mind remained
vigorous and b's spirit serene. There Is more
.om,d practical philosophy In "Hon Quixote"
than in an. other book ever written, if wc ex¬
cept Montaigne's Kmnay is. ltct ween Montaigne
and Cervantes there Is a certain kinship, though
It Is pretty well veiled by th«i classical pedantry

i of tho form»r. Ills loook brims over with quota-

Hon*, while "Don Quixote" brlma with passages
tit to bo quoted, which Is quite a dlffercuvu aftor
all. Hut their point of view Is the name. Cer¬
vantes Insinuates his philosophy whimsically.
Sometimes ho offers It with more or less subtlety
In Don Quixote's astonishing adventures, some¬
times In knightly discourses to Hancho Patixa,
but It Is Invariably sweet and sane. "Don Qulx-
oto" Is an Inspirational book of Incredible value
to the world. We should not dare to guoas how
many great minds have boon refreshed from
Its exhaustloss springs of humor and wisdom,
nor how often despair bus been comforted by
Its Imperishable hope. It Is tho great message
to his fellowmun of a man who ba«l lived long,
(lone much and seen everything. Cndor the
guise of playful hutnor It pierces to the depths
of human experience. Cervantes seems to skim
over sorrow as lightly as Mark Twain, and
smiles at fortune as equably, but. llko our own
humorist, his bucket goes constantly to the bot¬
tom of the well of experience and rises filled
with tlie quickening waters of eternal life. In
these days of falling Idols and shattered dreams,
such a book as "Don Quixote" acquires singular
value, inasmuch as it woos the soul from Iho
weary vicissitudes of tlnio ami chance to ran.
verso with the truth that changcth not..Port¬
land Dregonlan.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Pcb. 17, 1865.)

There was a cannonade of several hours' dura¬
tion on the Confederate left, near Petersburg,
yesterday afternoon. With this exception noth¬
ing of moment occurred on tin- Petersburg lines.
By tacit consent of both sides the picket firing

In front of Petersburg has been very much
slackened within the past few days.
The enemy Is keeping suspiciously quiet with¬

in their new Intrenchments on Hatcher's Hun,
Throughout night before last the constant

rumbling of wagons nnil artillery was heard on
CSrant's lines In the neighborhood of Deep Bot¬
tom. If was supposed that Grant was trans¬
ferring a heavy body of troops to the north side
of the James.
There was a report on the streets yesterday

that the Confederates had evacuated Wllmlng-
ton. but nothing had ben heard of It In ofllclal
circles.
The Northern papers sa\ General Terry Is In

the vicinity of Port Plsher quietly awaiting an
attack by General Moke.
General Baker, commanding the Confederate

forces at Coldsboro, reports to fho War Depart¬
ment that ho lias reason to believe i h>- enemy Is
concentrating at Newbern. preparatory to a gen¬
eral movement In the North Carolina territory.
Sherman's advance has" reached Orangeburg,

arid the Confederates are falling back on Co¬
lumbia. <

Generals Stephen D. Dee and Wade Hampton,
recently appointed lieutenant'generals, have been
confirmed as such b\ the Senate, This m#k^s
Ctoneral Hampton outrank Gonernl Wheeler, and
puts him in command of all of the Confederate
cavalry forces operating against Sherman.
The report came in last night that all of the

Confederate forces have abandoned Branchville.
Eight hundred to l.ooo Confederate prisoners

reached here from Portress Monroe yesterday,
and as many Podoral prisoners will be returned
. n the same boats that brought the Confederates
back to the South. The arrival of these men has
been delayed several days by the ice Jam in the
James River

Queries and Answers
Vn rlea.

Has England or the Cnlted States the stronger
navj " .1 M. M

England.

Marriage in Virginia.
.Maj a lady whoso residence Is in another

State be married In Virginia if she intend* to
reside here? 1, It
She may be married in Virginia whether she

intends to live here or not.

Geometrical Progression.
If a cent be doubled the second da* and the

D cents he doubled the third and that doubled
the fourth, etc., what will he the total sum at
the mil of thirty-one days? HKADEI!
The sunt of a geometrical progression of which

the first term is 1 cent and the rntio 2 mul the
number of terms 31, is $C 1.474,t 7.

Trivial.
1Mea «e tell m» file exact meaning of the

English word trivial. M. «!. It< iSS
It Is tBes vine, Latin for "three roads," the

place \vk»re three roads meet, and, so. "common"
like a highway, and. thence, of small account
We have much the same idea In our phrase,
'.'cross-roads grocery.

I'yfliinn Slwter*.
Please give me an address from which I may

find out about the Pythian Sisters. Ml!S .1 I,.
Brig. S. Youne, Ada. O

Dank Tat.
If a man In Virginia have mono* in a New

York bank, which Stale may tax It? N V.
Now York.

V«rl«ru«.
Why may so much be kIv«mi to the Belgians

ami no ftiml be procured for proffssionaI nurses
in the K. D. Hospital? .May a county treasurer
charge a teacher 4 cents for mailing !»«.»* checK
each month? How do yon pronounce
1 tin Is" ? INQI'IltKU.

People must be allowed to give their money
as they choose. The Belgian aid fund was
peculiarly attractive to thousands all nver the
world. The county treasurer lias no fund out
of which postage may h* paid. If lie mall
chfcks lie must do so at Ills own cost, or sub¬
tract the costs from the amount of tin- check.
The moat prominent hearer of the name pro¬
nounces It "C50-telz," with the accent on the
first syllable.

The Bright Side of Life
A Thorough Case.

Kvery schoolroom is supposed to have its
roinam or, or boaster.
There was a mild epidemic in mumps in an

uptown school not long ago and a teacher asked
the pupils in her room how many remembered
ha vine (Jie disease,
A few remembered I!, hit most of them had

never had It.
Then the romancer attract* d the teacher's

attention.
"I.yet the mumps, teneher." he smilingly said.

"I get It aroutld my face, so And I get one by
each eye.and one tinder n y hock.".Cleveland
I'laln IJenler.

A Talented Kiitvl.
Woman.Does that parrot swear?
Dealer.Very prettily, mum, for so young a

bird..Philadelphia Bullet In.

Mot Heall<r .Neeessnr.*,
"Yes, I often think that women are. an well

qualified for war as men. My husband Is op¬
posed to it, but t often feel as if I'd like lo
leavw home and get Ihlo the thick of the fight."
"But why leave home?".('levelnnd Plain

Dealer.

Still n dinner.
lie.DO you know, you are so clever and

charming and brilliant that I really feel emhar-
i russt'tl In yottr presence?

Site.But you musn't; really you mtisn't.
He (reassuringly).Oh. I dare say I'll get

over It when T know you better..I^ife.

Smhr Kneonrngcmen*.
"But She says she haa never given you any

encouragement."
"Did she say that?"
"She certainly did."
"Mite told mrt thai her uncle was going to

leiwe her a fortune, and that he had one tool
in (he tfrAve. If that I#* not encouragement, I'd
like to know what you call it.".New York
Clohe.

Inking Chance*.
"I'm afraid that filibustering speech I've been

making will subject me to a ureal deal of
crltlctuni," explained Senator Sorghum.

"If* a good speeoh."
"Ye*. But It's oiearly in violation of ths

eight-hour law.".Washington Star. .

THE "STRATEGIC" EXCUSE
Ono of tlio Diiy's Bc«t Cartoons.

LESS RETURN FOR OUR MONEY
I r'rom tlic Nru York .loiirnnl of Ciimmrrcr.)

Current <1 Iscu.s: ion, in CoriKrcKH nml
nuulfif that body, i- indirectly cmpha-Hizliif? tain facts about the outlays of
the t'niteil Stages for national def'nj-c
that ought to be deeply considered and
taken to bc.irt throughout the count r>.Most of tin- talk about war expendi¬
tures (.ones from tlms»- who complainthat provisions for the <i. f<. r-«««. of our
territory and coasts is Inadequate. They
i<msti»ntl> i iiiii|>iiri the number of ves¬
sels ii ciiinniisslnn, the size and vari¬
ety of the min.i available, anil the en¬
listed st i en u t It of nil arm* of the serv¬
ile with llio corresponding figure® for
foreign n.itiotis. Sucji comparisons are
often striking and well-founded, what¬
ever may he thought of the point of
x |e*v iif those who make them They,
hotti scr, fli'Klert certain essential farts
that cannot b/< ovptlonkcd without
missing some <>f (he *ii. >. t fundamental
points at issue

It is not true that the I'olted States
has cramped or limited its military or
naval outlays. Comparison of Ameri¬
can and foreign statixtii shown that
the present win buduet lotuparei favor¬
ably in size with those of some of tin-
most advanced military nations «»f Kii-
ropi The diffet cin e does not lie In
niggardliness or undue economy, but in
the failure to net tesultM for the money
spent. Constantly' ndvanclnv pension
expenditures have taken up a Inure per¬
centage lit the heavy annual appropria¬
tions ilue to provision for wat and for
the rc-ult« of w it. Naval expenses hive
beet; areatly added to b.. the existence
of to.'iiij- navv \aids, most of them un¬
available hi II ly . a da pt ed to the re¬
quirements of ship 'Mist rtict ion and
ship tepai: The etlici'-ncy of present
methods of bu> Ing or producing win
material is, 't; manv instances, open to
the gravest doubt None of these ioii-
dltions oe.-essatilx implies the least
actual Irrenularlly in the a ppropria I Ion
or Use of the public funds, hut merely a
wasteful nnil ill productive polio) In li|i-
plying tnoney to the put poses for which
it is spent. Those military and naval
experts who find fault with the present
type and equipment of battleships arid
fortifications may or may not be eor-
iect In their strictures; w liat is cer¬
tain is that the 1'nited States uets proli-
ablv less for Its outlay than an) . . f the
principal modern nations that are in
the market fur military and naval
stores and munitions.

fllirdt-o of (lie I'riiiiliiii
A eooil final has been paid of tin* ef-

of the military policy i>f Contl-
' llClltni COUIltlies ill lf'ltlfillC their OW'l
productive capacity. Compulsory ?frv-
Ice in the ranks for from one to t ii?. f»

vnif or more for ever) adult is a neri-
ous Iirnitntion upon the national lal.or
power, aiwl it is a common form of self-
cou« latulat ion to nolo that In this
country that element of waste bus hern
iivoided. Closer examination, however,
scarcely sustains this comfortable
point of view. The overgrown and ex¬
cessive pension system has beyond any
.luentloii pauperized nil appreciable per¬
centage of the population. Indiscrimi-
nale dlsti ihntIon or" such personal sub-
sidles under- sun-cess ive extensions of
the system have had no relation to past
actual service or real present merit. It
Is tin* sober anil emphatic verdict of
both military experts and civilian stu¬
dents of social conditiohs that the pen¬
sion laruesse h is deeply injured the
SRlf-relianco and industry of a ureal
bods- of men who have been enabled by
it to subsist without labor, or with
much less remilar and steady work than
would otherwise have been Accessary
for their maintenance.
*So much scarcely admits of contro¬

versy when unbiased examination is
given to the facts. It ought. how¬
ever, to be c(|Uitlly clear that tho sit¬
uation holds out a positive lesson for
the future. The I'nited States cannot
afford to enlarge its war and navy
expenditures very greatly, unless It is
prepared to reduce or iMiollsh the ex¬
travagance no\V prncticed In those
branches of public outlay. A revision
of the pension, navy-yard and other
depnrtments of the budget would easily
yield all the funds that could possibly
lie wanted under any ordinary condi¬
tions, atid would normally have a large
margin In addition, as compared with
the present basis of expense. These
conclusions have been made evident
ma tit' times within rodent years, but
have received practically no widespread
national attention whatever. 'I'hey are,
nevertheless, tin- foundation from
which all sober consideration of the
subject must proceed. It would be
most unjust, even if not absolutely out
of tile iiuestitiii, to expect a marked
expansion in the national defense
budget, coupled with a persistence in
tin- present policy of waste. The bur¬
den of Federal appropriations is already
much heavier than It nhould lie.

I.p In I'liMic opinion.
This Is funditmentally a question to

be settled by public opinion. The pres¬
ent state of things is not tin- work
of any one political parly, lint has been
tolerated and aggravated by a!!. Tho
latest extension of the pension system,
which occurred some three years ago.
was the joint work of the different
groups in Congress, and was a con-
cession to the demand of those who
were already profiting from such otil-

i lay«. Fow American politicians have

I had th« oourniff ev«*n »»» think ««rlo«»-
!y <>f tryltm to *"< urc a ihimen In the
poll v. If juiiir *U'M«n national fltrnir-
kIc should find the I.'iiKimI Statin as un-
[prepared as the French nation «t ih»
lime of ill.- Krani'ii-l'nH!<hiii War, re-
sponnihility would have !<> he wldelv
divided. It i'ihiM not he ?*hIrt. I t<> pimi»
fi»i'V«>r»irr . seapeiroat nnd th< r« !. h-
I>»('flpir| 1 . V the maSSC nf til/' voters
who liavf fur ynrn pa«I «hown ti
Miplne an Indifference to the wastefulj an«l frulth-ss outlays that have taken

] a laruc ami Increasing annual s '.«re of
the riiornioii!) revenm-K of the Fr'li>r,<l
government. There is no it'-ed umle:
any circumstance* to iindcrtake th*
ln'arinir iif heavier military burden*.

'those now endured without re*ult can
he thrown off throiiKh h complete re¬
vision of present policies Mid If it
<hould !»<¦ true that no mnfn ship* ahd
men urn In fact needed th» en e i'
ponalty uretnt. sinrc, In that case, a
tii-at sum of wealth now Miu.ui-I- . . d
without result could l>e lA^t in th>-
li ft riO h of pro'lm tlve worker?

The Master of China
In the midst of the clamor of war. the

Mearty progress of Chinese orjta ni/. .

tlon nrider tin* leadership of President
Yuan must not he ovorlooltd'i hy ih»-
ohs«?r\fis of passing events, h»> s 11;
t.'onKi -«atlo|-:i!i>t Yuan's a seendali> ..

Is., In fon" of the iiio.<t reninrkf.hi*-
personal achievements of rei . nt hi**-
toiy. IN' haK passed through s«-rious
external and Internal liifllciiltlos, has
apparently gniteti the various reh»l
lions li»i«l.. r. ha*- rained tnone> i>n"!icli
to t'n j: and has concentrated au-
thoiltv hi his own hambi at th e\-

pens,. <if |.opul.tr representation and the
Parliament. The latest steps in his
progress toward what many think mas
easily heroine tho founding of a new
('h I n ese Imperial dynasty have heen
notable events In the history of Chi¬
nese religion and polities.
Hy Immemorial custom the Chinese

Kinpcrnr, who theoretically was re¬
garded as the father of his people, at

i tl.e winter solstice offered a formal
and special sncrlflc,* at the great altai
of heaven in one nf the Imperial pntks
near I'ekin. This peculiarly represen¬
tative and Imperial annual custom
President Ytinn has now revived, sur¬
rounding It with all th" stately oere-
n.orial "f ancient sa« rlfldal robes
and standing before the altar as the

i living representative r.f the whole «,'hl-
liese people
The Imiu tralnlnpr of the Chinese

mind In Confucian iji im-lploH of rover-
enee for fathers and i?ovornors and
ancestors lins made tills act t\ natural
expression of poputar feeling anil de¬
sire. Outside the little groups of
Christians, the Chinese people are prob¬
ably more nearly a unit In their ac¬
ceptance of patriarchal ideal" of pov-j ernrncnt :itid personal relations than
at any other point of thinking If

! Yuati's life Is spared for :i few years,
i lie recurrence of these Imperial func¬
tions at which Ite takes the part hith-
«>rt belonging to the Kmpcror might
..aslly pave the way for- his acceptance
ns Kinperor. If this should happen It
would continue in the central place of
Chinese authority a titan who lists shown
hi« Interest in Christianity hv eilu-
cntlnir his own sons in Christian
schools, and who has shown more than
lolr rance for Christian missionary en-
denvoi*.

i lit the political Sphere, the decree
I just issued still more openly and con-
elusive ly points the way toward th»'continuance of President Yuan's prcs-
i nt authority In China. As President
his term has already been extended
for a period 'if ten years; and if at
the end of the ten-vear period the
Senate believes it to he for the Interestji>f China, that term inav l»e continued
indefinitely by a two-thirds vote. All
these cmdllions seem to prove not
merely the vast present ascendancy
which Yuan lrjis attained in China, but
suggest the opening of a road which
will lend naturally and almost Im¬
perceptibly toward sin h an empire as
. idavinii, under somewhat similar con¬
ditions, established in the break-upof the Itoman republic. The Chinese'equivalent of our word "I'residetit"
might, In that case, easily come to
mean what the (Ionian word "Kmperyr"'[stood for in the thought of llio rtomati
imperial aK<'S, and stands for lo-day in
half a dozen great modern nations.

Nevertheless, we have reason to hope.
as our missionaries continue to hope,I hit I Chllia is on its way to a national
'status consonant with the ideal of de¬
mocracy and Christianity. The stronghand of Yuan may be needed just'at this time of t ralisit lon( and sAMft

| obl-tline customs and methods which
lie may uIiIi/.e . In deference In tunnyof his people need not of themselvesj impede the march) of progress.

The Senate'* KlrpiiRlh,
tSl. Caul's I'loneer i'ress. >

The I'uitcd Slnled Senate need not
conduct, a filibuster of many days' du-
ration to demonstralc Mint ii is long,j on talk, if short oil suino other valu¬able uttrlbutca.


